
If you wou ld like more infurrnation or wQuld l ike to 
roccivc a copy of Seclion 76&.301-766.316, Fl()rida 

S1atutes,which dc 1ail the wovisions of the NICA Plan, 

plea.,;ecall Qr write: PEACE OF MIND 
For An Unexpected 

Problem 

~ NICA 
Florida Birth-Related Neurological Injury 

c,,mpensation Aswciation 
Posl Office Box 14567 

lallahassee, Florida 323 I 7-4567 

Telephone: (850) 488-8191 
fol l Free: ·1-llOO-l98-2129 

W\\'w.nka .corn 



~ rlh of a baby is an exciti ng and happy li me. 

You have every reason to expect that the birth w i ll be 
normal and that both mother and ch ild wi ll so home 

healthy and happy. 

Unfortunately, despite the skill and dedication of doctors 
and hospitals, complications during birth sometimes 

occur. Perhaps the worst complical ion is one which 
results in damage to the ncwborn's nervous system -

called a "neurological injury". Such an inju ry may be 

catastrophic, physicall y, finMcially and ~motionally. 

In an effort lo deal wit h this serious problem, the Florida 

Legislature, in 1988 , passed a law w hich created a Plan 
that offers an altcrna1ive to lengthy malpr.ictk:e litigation 
processes brought about when a ch i ld suffers a quali fying 

neurolog ical injur y at birth. The law created the 

Florida Birth-Related Neurological Injury Compensation 

Associ ation (NICA). 

1 · ' lu• i,' RP'lll'dy 
The law provides that awards under the Plan are exclusive. 
This means that i f an injury is covered by ~,e Plan, the 

child and i ts family are not entitled to compensation 

through malpractice lawsuits. 

It r , 1 1Jge 
Birth-related neurological injuries have been defined as 

an injury to the spinal cord or hrain oi a l ive-born infant 

weigh ing al least 2500 grams at birth. In the case of 

multiple gestation, the live birth weight is 2000 grams for 
each infant. The injury must have been caused by oxygen 

deprivation or mechanical injury, which occurred in the 

course of labor, delivery or resuscitation in the immediate 
post delivery period in a hospital. Only hospital births 

are covered. 

The inju ry must have rendered the infant permanently 
and substantially mentally and physically impaired. The 

legislation docs not appl y to genetic or congenital abnor-

malities. O nly injuries lo 

infants delivered by par­

ticipating physici ans, as 
definf'd in s. 766. 302(7), 

Floridd Statutes, ilre covered by the Plan. 

CompC'nsatiOQ 
Compensat ion may be provided for the followi ng: 

• Actual expenses for necessary and reasonable care, 
services, drugs, equipment, fac:ililies and travt!I, 

excluding expensesthat c~n be rnrnpensated by slate 

or federal government or by private insurers. 

• In addition, an award, not to exceed $100,000 to the 

infant's p<1rents or guardians. 
• Death benefit in the amount of $10,000 . 

• Reasonable expenses for fili ng the cla im, including 

auorney's fees. 

NICA is one of only two (2) such programs in the nation, 

and is devoted to managing a fund that provides com­
pensation to parents w hose ch ild may suffer a qualifyi ng 

birth-related neurological inju ry. The Plan takes the "No­

Fault" approach for al l parties involved. This means that 

no cosily li tigation is required and the parents of a child 
<tu al ifying under the law w ho file a claim wi th the 

Division of Administrative Hearings may have all actual 
expenses for medical and hospital care paid by the Plan. 

You are eligible for this protect ion if your doctor is a 

participating physician in the NICA Plan. If your docto r is 

a participating physician, that means tl1at your docto r has 

purchased this benefit for you in the event that your chi ld 
should sufier a birth -related neurological inj ury, which 

qualifies under the law. If your health care provi der has 

provid<.>d you with a copy of this informational form, your 
health care provider is placing you on notice that one or 

more physician(s) at your healu, care provider participates 

in the NICA Plan. 


